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Carl’s Notebook: 
A Look into the Mind of a Genius  

 
Copyright © 2010 by Seth Campos and Lucy Campos 

 
 
This ebook is protected by the Creative Commons 
License. This ebook is for your personal enjoyment,  and 
you have permission to post, link to on your websit e or 
message boards, email, download, and print and pass  it 
along to anyone you want, as long as you do not mak e 
any changes or edits to its contents or digital for mat. 
The right to produce this as a printed book and sel l it 
as a book is strictly reserved for the publisher, Mubby 
Books . You may give away copies that you print off your 
printer, but you may not charge for it. 
 
You can even print lots and lots of copies and give  
them away for free to your class or book club membe rs. 
It can make for some fun discussions. If you would like 
some book club discussion ideas, please email us at  
Carl@CarlBenBeeky.com . 
 
Carl’s Notebook  will also be available for purchase in 
printed book form at a later date. 
 

 

This book is dedicated to all the 
geniuses who, like Carl, did not like 
sitting in a classroom for too many 
hours in a day. They were misdiagnosed 
as “hyper” because there were too many 
ideas dying to burst forth for the 
genius in them to remain quietly within 
the four walls of a school room. 
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Here’s how you can share Carl’s Notebook : 
 

�� Send this file to your friends. (Ask first, 
because it’s big.) 

�� Send them a link to www.carlbenbeeky.com  so they 
can download it themselves. 

�� Put a link on your website to 
www.carlbenbeeky.com . 

�� Post a link to www.carlbenbeeky.com  on your 
favorite message boards. 

�� Print out as many copies of Carl’s Notebook  as 
you would like and give them away. 

 
* * * * * 

 
Other works by Seth Campos: 
�� Welcome to Beeky Airlines  – ISBN 978-0-9825417-1-5  
�� Blog: sethcampos.wordpress.com  
�� Gord-Eatos website: gordeatos.com  (Carl’s favorite 

chips! Exciting chips for exciting times.) 
 
Seth is working on his next "Carl and Ben...and Bee ky" 
book, due out in winter 2010-2011. 
 

* * * * * 
 

 
 

15-year-old Seth Campos  also speaks 
about his works at Young Authors, 
Read-Across-America, and other 
literacy and community events. Seth 
created his “Carl and Ben...and Beeky” 
comic strip at age 8. His first “Carl 
and Ben...and Beeky” book, Welcome to 
Beeky Airlines , a book Midwest Book 
Review calls “ a choice pick ,” was 
published when Seth was 14. To inquire 
about having Seth speak at your 
school, club,  community event, church, 
camp, or other festive occasion, 
please contact MubbyBooks@gmail.com .  
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Introduction 
 
This book is a collection of scrawlings, 
doodlings, and sketches from a number of 
Carl’s notebooks. For those of you who are 
acquainted with Carl, you know he does not 
like school, so you can understand why there 
are so many scrawlings, doodlings, and 
sketches that we were able to collect them 
and make a book out of them. 
 
For those of you who do not know Carl, he is 
an 11-year-old boy who is in the 6th grade. 
He often daydreams in class and while he is 
doing homework. He often procrastinates 
getting his school work done until the very 
last minute, which you can read about in the 
book, Welcome to Beeky Airlines . 
 
Please excuse the wrinkled papers, the bleed-
through from the reverse side of papers, dog-
eared pages, fuzzy writing because Carl 
didn’t always keep a sharp point on his 
pencil, occasional hard-to-read chicken 
scratch, etc. These are actual papers or 
excerpts, and we did not want to alter them 
so we could maintain the authentic flavor of 
Carl’s notebook. 
 
With that said, let’s see what he did besides 
math, vocabulary, writing, history, etc. Can 
you imagine--he had the nerve to turn in his 
work with all the extra stuff on it?
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Carl is 11 years old and in the 6th grade. He 
lives on Onion Hill with his parents and 
older sister, Laura. The family also lives 
with a brown black bear named Ben and a bird 
named Beeky. Ben the bear is Carl’s best 
friend, while Jim is his best human friend.
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Twenty Things You Can Do With a Sheet of Paper 
 
The assignment Carl had was related to “going 
green” with a sheet of paper. How could a 
sheet of paper be used or reused? He only 
needed to give 10 things, but Carl got ambitious 
and gave 20. 
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Ahem, item number 13 had to be slightly 
censored so Carl’s notebook could maintain a 
G rating. You can use your imagination. 
Thanks for understanding. 
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The Three Stooges 
 

 
 

 
Do the characters at the bottom look familiar 
to you? Carl drew these stick figures after 
watching “The Three Stooges,” a very old TV 
show from a long, long time ago. Maybe from 
the days of your grandparents. But the show 
is available on DVD and on the internet now, 
so anyone can watch it. You no longer have to 
be old to know who “The Three Stooges” were.  
 
Do you recognize who the character in the 
middle is? What about the one on the left and 
the right? (In case you don’t know, from left 
to right: Larry, Moe, Curly.) I think the 
stick guy at the top is running away from The 
Three Stooges. I would, too. Notice that he 
is trying to get away really  fast, as he is 
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not only running, but running while wearing 
inline skates. (Don’t try that if you are not 
a skilled inline skater.) 
 
I don’t remember what assignment Carl drew 
this on. I wonder if his teacher was amused. 
 
If you have a favorite Three Stooges 
character or a favorite episode, feel free to 
drop Carl an email at Carl@CarlBenBeeky.com  
and tell him. I’m sure he’d like to know. 
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Aggressive Stick Guy 
 

 
 

Please excuse the faint writing. Carl had one 
of those pencils that don’t write very dark. 
 
There is just one simple stick drawing near 
the top right corner of this page. The other 
drawing you see is actually on the reverse 
side of this sheet. You’ll see that one a 
little later in this book. 
 
Apparently, Carl must have been having a bad 
day when he drew the stick guy getting 
aggressive with the other stick guy. I wonder 
if the kid down the street threw something at 
Carl that day, and maybe Carl was getting 
back at him by acting out on paper. That’s my 
best guess. Carl has been taught he should not 
take revenge, so maybe it was his way of venting. 
 
Also, if you read his paragraph, this seems to 
confirm that he was, indeed, having a bad day. 
Look at his attitude about school. What a grump. 
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Burping Someone’s Hair Off 
 

 
 
 
Okay, here’s the burping guy that you saw on 
the reverse side of the previous page. No 
notebook of Carl’s would be complete without 
a burping guy, as you would know when you 
read Welcome to Beeky Airlines . Burping seems 
to be one of Carl’s favorite things to do. 
 
Carl’s assignment, as you can see, was to 
write a short essay about his “dream house.” 
I’m sorry, but the essay got cut off, so you 
can’t read about the rest of his “dream 
house.” Trust me, the rest of it was not that 
interesting. At least you got the most 
interesting part with the moat and 
Tyrannosaurs. 
 
I really don’t know why there’s a burping guy 
blowing the hair off another guy. Maybe that 
kind of thing happens at Carl’s dream house. 
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A Limerick 
 

 
 
 
Here’s another example of how Carl did more 
than he needed to. His teacher only asked for 
a limerick. She did not ask for the limerick 
to be illustrated. 
 
At times when I read through his notebooks, I 
see signs that Carl is more ambitious in 
school than he lets us think he is. Just look 
at the visual aid he gave--a nice picture of 
the cow driving the snow plow and taking down 
a mailbox. 
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Chicken and Another Cow 
 

 
 

Might as well continue with the cow theme. 
This one really baffles me. Clearly, these 
stick figures are wearing costumes, if you 
want to call them costumes. They are more 
like bizarre adornments, if you ask me. 
 
Let’s start with the top stick figure. This 
stick figure has put on what looks like a red 
rubber glove on its head to represent a 
chicken comb, a chicken bill that looks more 
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like a duck bill, and tail feathers. And then 
it’s doing some sort of chicken dance. I 
wonder where he got the red rubber glove? I 
can only find them in off-white or opaque 
white at the store. 
 
The bottom stick figure is wearing a helmet 
or hat that has cow horns and a spotted cow 
pattern. It is also wearing a cow snout. And 
get this, it’s got on some sort of underwear-
type thing that has a tail, and this garment 
also has a spotted cow pattern. Those blocky 
things on its hands and feet? I don’t know if 
they are actually the stick guy’s hands and 
feet or if they are mittens the stick guy put 
on that look like cow hooves. What do you 
think? 
 
Wow. What was Carl thinking? I don’t even 
know what the assignment was that he drew 
this on. 
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Dog and Bird 
 

 
 

Since we are still on the subject of animals, 
we might as well continue observing Carl’s 
animals. Notice that this time around, they 
are not stick figures. This little scrap was 
taken from a piece of Carl’s notebook paper 
that I fished out of the garbage can. It had 
pizza stains and tomato sauce all over, but I 
managed to save the drawings. 
 
I found it interesting that the dog, who 
might otherwise be cute, looks ready to tear 
off someone’s head. Also, notice how large 
his head is compared to his body. I think 
Carl fell asleep during the part of art class 
that talked about drawing figures with proper 
proportions. 
 
Now, the bird is more properly proportioned. 
I cannot tell what species of bird it is, but 
I can tell it is a perching bird, unlike a 
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penguin, which is not a perching bird. Notice 
it is perching on one of the lines of the 
paper. It also has some weird hairdo. Carl 
has seen chickens that have weird, foofy hair 
like a mop. Maybe that’s where Carl got the 
idea for the hair. If you are an 
ornithologist (bird expert), maybe you can 
tell me what species of bird this is. 
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Dog and Cat 
 
Let’s look at one more animal doodle. It’s 
another one with a dog. It might be the same 
dog as the one on page 16, but I can’t tell 
for sure. One resemblance is the extra-large 
head. I wonder how it can support such a 
large head. You would think he might tip 
over. 
 
Now the nose looks too large to be the same 
dog as the one on page 16. Whether or not 
it’s the same dog, at least this one does not 
look like it’s going to tear off anyone’s 
head. It looks either bored or sleepy and 
does not look like a threat to the cat. 
 
The round-headed cat looks a bit puzzled by 
the dog. She might be wondering if she should 
wait until he gets a little closer before she 
runs away, or if she should DOYYNNNG his big 
nose. Notice that the cat’s head also is a 
smidge big for its body. Carl must work on his 
proportions. 
 
Why does it say, “Yellowstone National” under 
them? Carl was probably writing about 
Yellowstone National Park. Since he has never 
been there, maybe he thinks there is dog and 
cat wildlife at Yellowstone. Wrong. 
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Bear Poem 
 

 
 
 
I have often heard Carl say he hates poetry. 
When he was told he had to write a poem, did 
he put on a bad attitude! Bad attitude or 
not, he had no choice. The above is what he 
came up with. Notice it is about a bear. Can 
you guess why? (Hint: Ben, the bear that 
lives with his family, is a bear.)
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Bear Poem Pictograph 
 

 
 
 
Next, Carl had to do a pictograph. Talk about 
cheating. Since he did not want to come up 
with another story, he made a few changes to 
his bear poem and turned it into a 
pictograph. 
 
He might as well get as much mileage out of 
the poem as he could, since it reportedly 
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took him 23 hours to write the poem. He even 
said he didn’t get any sleep during those 23 
hours. But I saw his head nodding off and hit 
the desk a few times. His parents even came 
running out of their bedroom because they 
thought it was a burglar banging around in 
the night. It was just Carl. He had a few 
lumps on his head the next day. 
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Spreadsheets and Beenz? 
 
 

 
 
 
This was drawn during a class about 
spreadsheets. Notice that Carl had started 
taking notes. Then it looks like his mind 
wandered off to something totally unrelated 
to spreadsheets. 
 
Please don’t ask me to comment on this one. I 
have no idea what he was thinking. Do you? 
 
All I know is that when someone who is not 
data-oriented has to look at and learn about 
spreadsheets--and think about them--one’s 
mind can wander. Like Carl’s did. I can’t 
imagine that Carl will grow up to be an 
accountant or a statistician. 
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Accordion-Playing Bagpipe Musician 
 

 
 
 
Whoa! What’s this all about? The dude looks 
like he’s wearing bagpipe-playing clothes, 
but where’s the bagpipe? He’s got an 
accordion! And he’s either singing or crying, 
or sing-crying, or is it cry-singing? Either 
way, I don’t think he likes the accordion and 
wishes he had a bagpipe. He looks very, very 
sad. He might even be playing a funeral 
dirge. 
 
Now let’s get onto the assignment Carl drew 
this on. And we thought Carl was behind in 
school. Look, he’s in 6th grade, and he is 
doing what might be algebra. Or at least pre-
algebra. Of course, he’s crying about it, as 
expressed through his accordion player.
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Masked Stick Guy in Tights 
 
 

 
 
 
This masked man in tights and a flowing blue 
cape appeared on a page of Carl’s notes. Take 
note that the masked man has a huge smile on 
his face, as if he just got away or won some 
victory. It also was drawn on a day that 
Carl’s mom was looking for the blue shower 
curtain that disappeared from the bathroom 
that morning. Funny, the blue shower curtain 
was almost the same color as this masked 
man’s cape. Hmmmm, I wonder if there is a 
connection? 
 
No matter. That was weeks ago and Carl’s mom 
has since bought a new, peach-colored shower 
curtain. Carl drew this masked man on, as you 
may have already noticed, a page with 
literature notes. How do I know it was 
literature? Keywords: nonfiction, mystery, 
biography. 
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Emoticons 
 

 
 
 
What a delightful little group of emoticons 
Carl made. Can you believe it? He said he 
couldn’t find any suitable emoticons among 
the 3,000,000 that he was looking through, so 
he decided he needed to make his own. 
 
I think that was his excuse so he could draw 
the one with the extended, wavy lips and 
flies fluttering around his mouth. Oh, no, I 
just realized what that one is doing. Carl 
wanted to make one that is demonstrating bad 
table manners. I guess I have not seen an 
emoticon like that, until now. 
 
Where would you use an emoticon like that? 
Good thing Carl hasn’t figured out how to 
produce it so it can be distributed worldwide. 
Let’s see, how could we put it on the keyboard? 
Control-Alt-^...? If you have any expert tips, 
don’t tell Carl. And if you figure out how to 
make it available worldwide, you will have to 
pay royalties to Carl each time someone uses 
the burping emoticon. 
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Cappuccino and the Bear 
 

 
 

 
This was a little chicken-scratchy type of 
doodling, so I don’t know if you can make out 
the details of the figure. Behold, it looks a 
little like the bear that lives with Carl, 
only slightly different. Can it be Ben the 
bear? Goodness, no. It’s got claws on the 
feet and we know that we never see claws on 
Ben’s feet. But, wait, it’s holding a cup of 
java...joe...cappuccino...you know, coffee. 
And we all know that Ben owns Benbucks, his 
own coffee stand. 
 
Upon further inspection, it just might be 
Ben. You see, Ben always wears pants, so that 
explains why we never see claws on his feet. 
I didn’t know Carl could do such a good 
drawing of Ben. 
 
By the way, Carl was falling asleep taking 
notes in his Study Skills class, so he was 
dreaming about a cup of cappuccino. 
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Oh, dear. Breaking news! I just got word that 
it isn’t Ben after all. It isn’t even a bear. 
An anonymous passerby just pointed out to me 
the stripes on the tail. Bears don’t have 
striped tails. They don’t even have tails. Or 
if they do, the tail is very short. Go look 
up bear tails on Wikipedia. I guess I haven’t 
checked out a bear’s back end lately. Kinda 
messy back there. 
 
How embarrassing. What kind of narrator am I, 
anyway? I need to do my research before I 
give my report or I could get sued for 
reporting false information. It’s supposed to 
be a raccoon holding a cup of cappuccino! 
Well, goodness gracious! This raccoon has a 
face like Ben’s. I’ll need to talk to Carl 
about this drawing. 
 
Are we confused yet? 
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Thumb Bean Boys 
 

 
 

 
Have you heard of Ed Emberley? Yes, that Ed 
Emberley. The artist who taught millions of 
kids how to draw simple, goofy pictures. 
Sometimes he told kids to stick their thumbs 
in some ink or paint and press the inked 
thumb on a piece of paper. 
 
Carl was one of the millions of kids Ed 
Emberley taught. Mr. Ed, er, maybe I should 
call him Mr. Emberley. (Mr. Ed was a talking 
horse. “What?” you ask. Go ask your parents 
or grandparents if they remember Mr. Ed.) 
Well, Mr. Emberley told Carl to press his 
thumb in some ink, so that’s what Carl did. 
Then Carl proceeded to embellish  (this is 
supposed to be an educational book, so go 
look up that word if you don’t know the 
meaning) his ink-thumb impressions. 
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Wow, Carl was in a mood to draw fighting 
thumb prints, wasn’t he? I always knew that 
Carl liked a good fight. 
 
Look at those sentences under the bean boys. 
This was some sort of sentence-writing 
exercise. I think Carl had to write some 
exclamatory sentences using the word “bean.” 
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Now THAT’S a Bullet List! 
 

 
 
 
Have you heard that when you write, bullet 
lists are a good way to present information? 
Bullet lists make it easy to read stuff 
rather than having to read tight blocks of 
text, text, text, and more text. 
 
It appears that Carl was learning to take 
notes using the bullet list method. Of 
course, he had to find a source for the 
bullets. Leave it to Carl. He always finds a 
way to be clever and creative. No ordinary 
bullets here. Straight from the gun. Oops, 
guns aren’t allowed in school. That Carl, 
always breaking the rules. 
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Just Say NO to Gambling 
 

 
 
Impromptu essay time. Don’t you just love it 
when your teacher gives you a topic and you 
have to write about it without any planning? 
 
Well, the teacher sprang one on Carl, but 
Carl didn’t have any trouble with this one. 
You see, he had recently been there with this 
gambling problem where he gambled away Ben’s 
Benbucks money. (You’ll have to read about it 
in Welcome to Beeky Airlines .) 
 
Carl is writing from the heart here. He knows 
what he’s talking about. He even drew a 
picture to show what a gambling addict could 
look like. Not pretty, huh? Don’t let this be 
you. I mean it.
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Get Yer Chickens Here! 
 

 
 
This was a special class for Carl, in which 
he had to design an ad to sell a new product. 
First, Carl had to make up a product. He 
couldn’t use a product that already existed. 
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He had to make the ad attractive so people 
would buy the product. However, I know that 
Carl does not like to color, so he did not 
finish the coloring job. Well, I guess some 
color is better than no color. His teacher 
didn’t cut him much slack, though, and she 
took off points for an incomplete coloring job. 
 
How did Carl come up with this idea? He had 
seen an ad in the back of an old comic book 
for sea monkeys. You never heard of sea 
monkeys, you say? You know...sea monkeys. 
Monkeys of the sea. You buy an order of sea 
monkeys because the ad was so cute, and the 
monkeys are supposed to do tricks and 
somersaults and all kinds of acrobatics. 
 
Your little package comes in the mail. You 
open it up, and there it is! A little paper 
packet of...uh, where are the sea monkeys? 
You carefully rip a little tear in the little 
packet, and there’s a little powdery stuff in 
the packet. The instructions say “Just add 
water!” 
 
You get a little glass goldfish bowl and dump 
the sea monkey powder in and then add water. 
The water turns green and some days later 
(seems like forever), tiny microscopic white 
dots start moving. Why don’t my sea monkeys 
look like the ones in the back of the comic 
book?! I want my money back! 
 
Chicken in a box. FREE, and no returns. 
$59.95 for shipping and handling. 
 
I’m a little suspicious. I think Carl had 
been reading too many sea monkey ads. 
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Happy Multi-tasking! 
 

 
 
 
This looks like a math assignment, but there 
is some ABC cursive practice on the paper. 
Carl must have been getting ambitious again, 
trying to multi-task. You know, geniuses 
sometimes try to do too many things at once 
because there aren’t enough hours in a day to 
get them all done. 
 
Obviously, if Carl was trying to do both math 
and cursive, he must have been having a good 
day! Look at the happy stick person with a 
happy sunshine face. Or is it a happy pumpkin 
head, since Carl was doing something with 
pumpkins on his math problems. You know Carl, 
he likes to illustrate the boring stuff 
because it helps him get through it better. 
 
Oh, yeah, I remember now! The pumpkins aren’t 
even part of his math assignment. He had been 
counting the pumpkins in his pumpkin patch at 
home and planning how he was going to sell 
them so he could buy a new video game. Talk 
about multi-tasking. 
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Stop Smokin’ or I’ll Box You In 
 

 
 
The best explanation I could give you for 
this one is that Carl’s uncle stopped over 
for a visit recently. His uncle, you see, is 
a chain smoker. No, he doesn’t smoke chains. 
That means he smokes cigarettes nonstop, like 
a chain is a bunch of nonstop links. 
 
Carl, smart as he is, knows that cigarettes 
will give you cancer if you smoke as much as 
his uncle does. Carl also can’t stand the 
cigarette smoke but had to be polite because 
he rarely sees his from-out-of-town uncle, 
who really is a lot of fun--except for the 
cigarettes. So Carl had to suffer through the 
smoke that filled the house. Carl gagged and 
coughed a bunch of times, hoping his uncle 
would get a clue. But his uncle, who is also 
hard of hearing, kept smoking like a chimney. 
 
Well, I believe the stick guy in the box is 
really Carl putting his uncle in the box and 
making him suffer all the smoke himself. 
Sound fair? Sure does to me. 
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What does this have to do with math? Let’s 
try this formula out for size: 
 

too many cigarettes + 1 set of lungs = 0 
 
Yup. That adds up, doesn’t it? Simple math. 
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Color Versus Black-and-White 
 

 
 
We’re digging deep into Carl’s notebooks 
here. This picture was drawn a long, long 
time ago. Like maybe when Carl was 8. 
 
Obviously, Carl gets it. He learned back in 
the 3 rd grade about farming and the two 
methods of farming. The top cow, of course, 
is the natural way to raise a cow and the way 
it’s supposed to be. See the bright sunshine, 
the blue sky, the lush green grass, and the 
happy brown cow? 
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Now, the cow at the bottom is a different 
story. She is behind bars, and everyone knows 
that when you are behind bars, things look 
black and white. No sunshine. No blue sky. No 
green grass. Sad. 
 
Let’s go down to the bottom of the picture. 
There is a large factory. Carl drew a big X 
across it. Pollution. 
 
Next, there is a kid shown in two scenes. One 
kid threw the bottle away next  to the garbage 
can. That is a no-no, so Carl crossed it out. 
Who, may I ask, is going to go after this 
careless kid and pick up that bottle? 
 
The proper way to dispose of your trash is in  
the can, not next to it, as seen in the lower 
scene. Yes, now that’s a good boy. I just 
hope it was a recycle bin and not the trash 
can. 
 
And last but never least. Shall we talk about 
chemicals? Carl drew an X across the jug of 
chemicals that someone was going to pour on 
the lawn. No, no, no. The lawn will be just 
fine without the chemicals, thank you. See 
the happy green grass that didn’t get 
chemicals? The grass thanks you. The kids 
playing on the grass thank you. 
 
Thank you. 
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Stuffitis, the Disease of Stuff 
 

 
 
It can be easy to fall to the disease of 
stuff. It can happen to anyone. You know, 
gimme, gimme, gimme, get, get, get. Carl 
wrote this essay for a Current Events class. 
The class was studying the economy, and the 
facts were depressing. These events made all 
the kids think hard. Carl’s conclusions are 
summarized in his essay. 
 
Notice the picture in the left margin. The 
stick guy is feeling guilty about the 
doughnut. Did he really need it? No, not 
really. 
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The stick guy was really Carl drawing 
himself. He had already eaten his cereal for 
breakfast and did not need the doughnut. The 
doughnut was just more “stuff.” Carl was 
experiencing a guilty conscience. He just 
spent a dollar at Benbucks to buy that doughnut 
and was having buyer’s remorse . (That means 
he felt maybe he should not have bought it.)
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Pthbbbtt? 
 

 
 
Multiply the what  by the what ? No wonder Carl 
had to add his expression of distaste! He is 
not a fan of math. (Even though he often gets 
A’s in math.) 
 
Having been out of school for so long, I feel 
fortunate that I can do the four basic 
functions. You know, add, subtract, multiply, 
divide (whole numbers only, of course). 
Forget about multiplying the dividend by the 
reciprocal... That’s a mouthful! Pthbbbtt! 
 
I still have to think hard to figure out if 
I’ll get a better deal if I spend money for a 
whole case of toilet paper today, or if I 
should buy one four-roll package today and 
have money left over to buy an ice cream cone 
for dessert. After all, you don’t need a 
whole case of toilet paper in one day, but 
you sure could use an ice cream treat. 
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Sharks Are Fun 
 

 
 

 
Carl really likes to have fun, so when he’s 
not having fun, he’ll come up with something 
fun. Take, for instance, this worksheet. Who 
knows what this worksheet was about? I don’t, 
and I don’t think Carl knew either. 
 
But what I do know is that Carl made it fun. 
He gave the shark a face. Otherwise, it would 
have been a faceless shark. And he put 
someone on the shark so the kid could get a 
free shark ride. How many of us can say we’ve 
ridden a shark? Thanks to Carl, this stick 
kid can say he did. 
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Problem Number 13 
 

 
 
Can you get away with turning in your math 
homework with drawings on it? I don’t know if 
Carl got away with it, but he turned in his 
math with this drawing right smack in the 
middle of his homework. I won’t even mention 
the messy scribbling in the margins. Oops, I 
just mentioned the messy scribbling in the 
margins. 
 
Carl is not superstitious, but notice that he 
drew the picture next to problem number 13. A 
lot of people think 13 is a bad luck number. 
Silly people. However, what’s happening in the 
picture is not really good, I don’t think. 
  
The stick person is driving, and all the 
papers are flying out of the car! If that was 
someone’s homework, I think that would be 
unlucky. 
 
But as I said, Carl isn’t superstitious, so 
the papers flying away has nothing to do with 
problem number 13. It could be a problem, 
though, if the police stopped him and fined 
him for littering. Now that would be bad. 
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Downhill Day 
 

 
 
Sometimes Carl expresses his feelings by 
drawing. If you look closely, you will see 
that the back side of this sheet has numbers. 
Yes, this was his math...again. Seems like he 
does a lot of math. 
 
The stick guy is throwing something out of 
the jeep. I think it’s his math book. And he 
is racing downhill in his vehicle, in the 
opposite direction from where his math book 
is about to land. 
 
The vehicle is Carl’s car, the Car-L, in 
disguise as a jeep. The stick guy is Carl, 
running away from life. He was tired of math. 
 
Yes, you too can express yourself through 
drawing pictures. It’s a lot less violent 
than kicking the cat. 
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“Form” is not in RRRRR 
 

 
 
Carl was never big on making sure he colored 
within the lines. That used to drive some of 
his teachers crazy. You know, the teachers 
who needed everything lined up just right. 
 
In this assignment, Carl had to come up with 
as many words that he could think of with 
“form” in the word. Carl came up with 11 
words, without using the dictionary. He was 
to display the words creatively, so he chose 
to turn this exercise into a “form tree.” 
Then he proceeded to color, sloppily I might 
add. 
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What’s the dude with the chainsaw doing? Why, 
he’s about to cut down the form tree. 
 
Guess what. The teacher, who was one of those 
teachers who took points off for coloring 
outside of the lines, also took points off 
for the chainsaw noise: RRRRR! Why? Because 
“form” is not in that onomatopoeia. Wow, what 
a teacher. 
 
P.S. If you don’t know what “onomatopoeia” 
means, please look it up. You may use 
dictionary.com  if you’d like. That way, you 
don’t have to mess with finding the word 
alphabetically. 
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“Isle of Monsters,” Edited Scene 
 

 
 
If you read Welcome to Beeky Airlines , you’ll 
notice that the hands and feet that these 
stick people have look like the hands and 
feet Carl drew in the “Isle of Monsters” 
story. That’s because in this picture Carl 
was trying out variations for weapons against 
the monsters in “Isle of Monsters.” 
 
However, these stick people look a little 
different. These guys have hair. Carl decided 
not to bother with hair in his “Isle of 
Monsters” story, because he was cramming to 
get the story done. He scrapped the hair 
because it took too much time. 
 
Carl thought he would try launching these 
guys at the monsters as a method of defense. 
You will notice that he scrapped that idea as 
well. He realized that if he launched the 
stick people into the monsters, the stick 
people would go “splat,” not the monsters. 
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Disco 
 

 
 
 
Doodling on math homework again. Carl could 
not get this out of his mind. He saw this 
big, flashy ball that was twirling around and 
a weird-looking guy dancing under it. There 
was something called “disco” music playing. 
It was the most bizarre thing he’d seen that 
day. 
 
When he went home and asked his parents about 
it, they said, “Oh, that’s just disco. 
Something from the 70s and 80s.” They knew 
exactly what this “disco” thing was. 
Apparently, his parents did a little disco-
ing back in those days. Scary. 
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Art Class by Ed 
 

 
 
Sketching class. Remember Ed Emberley? I 
think this was another Ed Emberley 
instruction on how to draw animals. It looks 
like Ed’s style. When Carl’s teacher didn’t 
have a lesson planned, she sometimes would 
give the kids Ed Emberley books so Ed could 
teach them that day instead of her. (That’s a 
secret teachers don’t want you to know.) 
 
I don’t know that Carl will grow up to be a 
famous artist. I can tell you that it won’t 
happen if he does Ed Emberley doodles. Oh, 
but Ed Emberley got famous doing Ed Emberley 
doodles. Maybe there’s a chance for Carl 
after all. 
 
Maybe someone will collect Carl’s doodles and 
put them into a book. Who knows?
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Carl’s Notebook: 

A Look Into the Mind of a Genius  
 
 

 
 

* * * * * 
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